
HoverAid hovercraft RR501 is now based 

at Ankavandra on the Manambolo river. 

The first healthcare team headed by 

Mission Doctor Aaron Santmyire  was 

there in the run up to Christmas as part 

of our Mad Medical Safari programme.  

 

Our second hovercraft RR403 was based 

in the capital, Antananarivo during the 

cyclone season, and Klaas-Jan, our new 

driver, arrived for training in March.  

 

Back on the Manambolo in April we took 

RR501 further north than ever before, 

taking eye specialists to villages which 

have no access to healthcare.  

 

Our hovercraft really are reaching the 

unreachable. Find out how you can get 

involved inside...  
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Hovercraft head North  HoverAid is a Christian 
charity seeking to save, 

sustain, and enrich lives.  

Our hovercraft enable: 
 

¶ Relief work in flooded or 

otherwise inaccessible 

areas. 

¶ Development work in 

areas previously too 

remote for partner aid 

organisations to work in. 

¶ Outreach work through 

the practical expression 

of Godôs love. 

We rely on the time, effort, 

generosity and prayers of 

our network of volunteers. 

Please support our work.  

Could you be one of 200 

supporters giving £10 

every month to run the 

Mad Medical Safari?  
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Wouter really gets into hovercraft  
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Wouter Castendijk joined us in Madagascar for three months 

whilst Peter and Jantine van Buuren were in the Netherlands 

for the birth of their second child.  

 

Wouter is a hovercraft expert from Naarden and has spent 

plenty of time in Africa, which made him the ideal person to 

lead our Madagascan team temporarily. He has been able to 

train Klaas -Jan, our new hovercraft driver, and lead the current 

exploration and surveying of the northern Manambolo.  

 

òPeople keep asking me why I always get to do interesting 

thingsó.  We think thatõs simple Wouterñyou said yes! 

 

After the hovering on the Manambolo the next challenge will be 

taking malaria education teams from the Aid Organisation PSI 

back to villages we visited last year for follow up and to deliver 

more mosquito nets along the Mangoky river in the south.  

New workshop opens 
HoverAid hovercraft need to be serviced, maintained, 

and generally looked after properly. Our workshop in 

Antananarivo received a boost with a container load 

of new tools arriving. Jeroen, our chief mechanic has 

spent a busy few months getting the workshop set up, 

and now we are able to train local staff, giving them 

skills they will have for life.  

Wouter Castendijk gets up close 

and personal with the hovercraft  

Please consider donating to HoverAid.  
 

We need 200 people to give £10 every month to support the 
Mad Medical Safari. Could you be one of the HoverAid 200?  

 
You can give to HoverAid by completing a direct debit form or 

online at our website, and UK tax payers can increase the 
value of any gift by 28% by filling out a gift aid form.  

Becca looks forward to joining the team  

Becca Plumb is going to be joining us in Madagascar later in the 

year, helping us with research work and capacity building. She is 

a student on Coventry Universityõs Disaster Management and 

Engineering course and will be working with HoverAid as part of 

her course. We first met Becca at New Wine last year and she 

impressed us with her knowledge and enthusiasm.  To raise some 

of the £8000 needed for her year in Madagascar she has already 

organised a sponsored walk from London to Brighton.  



HoverAid needs to raise £35,000 to keep the work in Madagscar running for the rest of this year.  
Our expatriate staff raise personal funding support, but the money to operate and maintain the 
hovercraft, pay our Malagasy staff, pay for base camps, communications, transport, essential safety 
equipment, our office and workshop all has to be raised too. Can you help us reach this yearôs target? 
  

There are lots of ways you can get involved. The Great South Run  is on October and we have 20 
sponsored places left...could you run 10 miles? How about coming up with your own idea or event 
and get people sponsoring you for HoverAid using Just Giving .  If you shop online then have a look 
at easyfundraising.org.uk ðover 600 leading brands will give a donation to HoverAid for free!  
If you use search engines then everyclick.com  donate to us every time you use their site and with 
ShareGift you can donate sharesðhowever few. If you feel you could give regularly then please 
consider payroll giving through Charities Trust ð you could get your company to support us too.  

Thank you for supporting us.  

Doctors tackle a wide range of issues in remote areas  
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Can you get involved and help us raise  £35,000? 

When we first took Dr Jonathan Lee from 

Africa Inland Mission to the Mangoky in 

2007, he noticed the large number of people 

with dental problems. Many people came to 

him with toothache, and no way of getting 

it treated. Next time, Jonathan brought a 

dental health kit and ran a training session 

for people to learn how to clean their teeth. 

Prevention is after all better than cure!  
  

In Ankavandra Dr Faustin is running a 

church sponsored TB clinic but he can only 

treat those who walk in. By hovercraft he 

can now work along the river with people 

who have no hope of getting to his project.  

We really want to help him as more and 

more people are developing TB, and this is 

likely to mean HIV is taking hold too.  


