
HoverAid and Mission 

Aviation Fellowship are 

working together to bring 

hope to isolated areas of 

Madagascar with our 

Mad Medical Safari.  
 
So far we have concentrated 

on the Mangoky River in 

the south, taking medical 

teams to remote villages 

along its upper reaches and 

tributaries. This summer with our second hovercraft  we are 

going to the Manombolo River, a remote area further north.  

We plan to bring AIM medical teams to villages every six weeks 

and that  will enable long term patient care for the first time in 

areas which are amongst 

the poorest in the world.  
 
The doctors from Africa 

Inland Mission are building 

on last yearõs work and in 

August we will be taking an 

extra large team with 

surgeons to the Mangoky. 

Without the hovercraft they 

simply couldnõt get there. 
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Mad Medical Safari underway HoverAid is a Christian 
charity seeking to save, 

sustain, and enrich lives.  

Our hovercraft enable: 
 

¶ Relief work in flooded or 

otherwise inaccessible 

areas. 

¶ Development work in 

areas previously too 

remote for partner aid 

organisations to work in. 

¶ Outreach work through 

the practical expression 

of Godôs love. 

We rely on the time, effort, 

generosity and prayers of 

our network of volunteers. 

Please support our work.  

Could you be one of 200 

supporters giving £10 

every month to run the 

Mad Medical Safari?  
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Building on the work of 

the Peace and Hope trust, 

HoverAid has started a 

research project to look at 

barriers to access to 

healthcare in Nicaragua. 

Could hovercraft be the 

answer...see page 2. 

New research in Nicaragua 



Jeroen van der Vlist will be joining us in Madagascar in June. He worked 

as a volunteer last summer after his wife Joanne met Peter and Jantine 

van Buuren of HoverAid Madagascar whilst doing translation work, with 

Wycliffe Bible Translators.  
 
Jeroen really enjoyed his time in Madagascar, and it soon became clear 

that he would be a great addition to the team and he felt called to join us.  
 
He is an experienced mechanic and will be our new technical manager, re-

sponsible for maintaining the two hovercraft as well as training our local 

mechanics. Jeroen and Joanne are happy they can now serve the Malagasy 

people, with their own specific skills.  

New team members in Madagascar... 
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Yael Velleman has been working with HoverAid as part of our new 

Hovercare Nicaragua project. Yael has researched the communities 

of the eastern Caribbean coastal regions of Nicaragua over several 

years, and returned there in March to investigate one of the major 

problems facing those communities - effective access to healthcare. 
 
In 1995 the British Hovercraft Expedition to Nicaragua gave a tan-

talising glimpse of the way that the river systems of the Atlantic 

Autonomous Regions of Eastern Nicaragua could become effective 

transport routes - inspiring expedition leader Mike Cole to set up 

the Peace and Hope Trust, creating a real link between churches in 

the UK and USA and impoverished communities in Nicaragua.  
 

Yael, and two other Peace and Hope volunteers, Steve Hubbard, 

and Tony Pitt, decided to investigate Mike's vision of using hover-

craft to address issues of poverty in Nicaragua.  

Given HoverAid's background of using hovercraft to enable NGO's 

to tackle issues of poverty, and also that River Rover 501 (now in 

Madagascar) was involved in the 1995 expedition, it was obvious 

we should join forces. 
 
To start off we are doing thorough research of the root causes of 

poverty in the autonomous regions. One cause is associated with 

healthcare options, and so we want to determine to what extent 

access to improved transport, either for communities, or health 

care providers, could improve the situation. We also want to find 

out what those communities see as their priorities.   
Poverty has many causes, and lack of access to markets, jobs,  representation, Government services, and finance, 

are just some of them. The reason we are investigating barriers to access to healthcare is that all of these causes 

play some part, and they are all made worse by difficulties in simply getting from one place to another.  
 
Hovercraft may be part of the solution...for more information have a look at our website. 

...and Nicaragua...  

...and in the UK  
HoverAid volunteers have been getting into their overalls again at our regular 

working parties in our workshop at Alan Gloverõs Farm near Buckingham. 

River Rover 308, one of two hovercraft used by the 

British expedition which reached the source of the 

Yangtze, has been painstakingly restored. Lead by 

Bruce Firth-Clark, volunteers stripped the craft 

completely and are now finishing re-assembly.  

RR308 will shortly become our demonstration and 

training craft: a crucial tool for preparing volunteers 

for overseas work, and to help us raise funds. 

Jeroen, Joanne, Chiel, Ilse and Jiska 



Focus on the Bara people of Madagascarõs Mangoky river 

The Bara tribe are amongst the poorest communities in the world. 

The level of chronic malnutrition is often around 60%, and Malaria 

and Bilharzia, diseases caused by parasites, are a constant threat. 

HIV rates appear to be low, this is one of the few blessings of being 

so isolated, but that is changing too. TB rates, often associated 

with HIV, appear to be increasing. But it is wrong to assume that 

nothing can be done.  

The villages along the Mangoky 

river system are keen to develop, 

and community leaders under-

stand their  region better than 

anyone. HoverAid believes it is 

vitally important that local exper-

tise and leadership is at the centre 

of the process of development. Improving rice production along the river 

would reduce malnourishment, and community leaders want outside help 

in improving cultivation techniques. They also want education teams to 

come to villages to tell people about using mosquito nets, the dangers of  

drinking unfiltered river water, and the real causes of HIV. 
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New vehicles in Madagascar 

This was the moment our second 

hovercraft, RR403 arrived at the 

MAF hangar in Madagascar. 

Now, along with RR501 it will 

work on the shallow rivers of the 

western coastal region.  

For several years it looked as 

though we would never get 

RR403 released from Zimbabwe, 

so it was a fantastic moment 

when the two craft were brought 

side by side for the first time 

since they weõre built by 

HoverAid in Gosport.  

Weõve also taken delivery of a 

Landcruiser to tow the hovercraft 

to the rivers they will work on.   

It has been equipped with all the 

necessary communication and 

safety equipment to allow us to 

work along rivers further north 

where security is a greater risk. 

Itõs a lot less bother...  
HoverAid is continuing to work in 

Madagascar where the majority of 

rivers are just too shallow for boats, 

or even canoes.  

With a hovercraft the rivers cease to 

be barriers and become highways.  

Hovercraft only need a water surface 

to skim over, and they can even cross 

open ground, so shallow rivers with 

sandbars or mudflats are ideal . 

In the dry season water is a precious 

commodity so people move from their 

villages towards the rivers.  

By using the rivers when they are at 

their shallowest HoverAid enables 

health, education, sanitation and 

mission projects to get to the people 

who need them the most.  

...with a Hover  

RR403 and the new Landcruiser  

arrive in Madagascar 

Education of children is seen as key to 
community development. 

AIM doctor Jonathan Lee advises a young couple at a 
village clinic. HoverAid country director  Peter van 

Buuren is spearheading the Mad Medical Safari. 

Please consider donating to HoverAid.  
We need 200 people to give £10 every month to support the Mad Medical Safari.  

Could you be one of the HoverAid 200?  
 

You can give to HoverAid by completing a direct debit form or online at our website,  
and UK tax payers can increase the value of any gift by 25% by filling out a gift aid form.  

One off gifts can be giftaided too. 



It has been tremendously exciting to  be a 

small part of Godõs plan for HoverAid. We 

are called to love our neighbours, and as 

the world gets smaller we meet new 

neighbours all the time. Sadly some of the 

world remains distantñcommunities that 

are too hard to reach are systematically 

excluded when we, or the organisations we 

support, choose to take the road more fre-

quently travelled... especially if  that road 

is a good tarmac one! 

Our work in Madagascar is taking off: 

there are possibilities in Mozambique and 

Nicaragua, and we are better able than 

ever to reach the unreachable, going the 

extra mile to share Godõs love. 

HoverAidõs goal is to enable other aid, 

development, and mission organisations 

to go to places they have previously 

thought impossibleñand we need to get 

the word out to churches and groups up 

and down the country. If you would like 

us to present HoverAidõs work to your 

church, organisation, or group please give 

me a call on 020 8144 2338 or e-mail 

a.mayo@hoveraid.co.uk 

Many thanks, 

Andy Mayo, UK Executive Director 

The next phase 
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¶ Please pray for the work of our 

partner organisation AIM and in 

particular its medical mission 

work in Madagascar. 

¶ Please pray for Jeroen, Joanne 

and their family as they settle in 

to life in Madagascar. 

¶ Please pray for José and Charity 

two of our expanding group of 

Malagasy staff at our base in 

Antananarivo.  

¶ For our directors as they make 

key decisions relating to the 

structure of HoverAid in the UK, 

Holland, and Madagascar . 

¶ For financial resources for 

HoverAid, enabling us to work 

effectively, to continue the Mad 

Medical Safari, and to research 

opportunities in Nicaragua. 

Donations can be made by cheque to The HoverAid Trust or you can donate online at   

www.hoveraid.co.uk  

If you are a UK tax payer we can reclaim tax on your gift, which increases the amount by 25%!    

Please fill in this form and send it to the address below.  

We can also reclaim tax on donations made by credit /debit card, direct debit or standing order, 
see the website for details or call us on 020 8144 2338  

THE HOVERAID TRUST (REG NO 1005977) - GIFT AID DECLARATION  

Details of Donor:  

Title ...............éééééééééééé. 

Forename(s) .............................................  

Surname ...............................................é. 

Address ...............................................é.. 

......................................................ééé. 

Post Code .............................................é. 

 

Signature ...............................................ééééé.Date éééééééééééééé.. 

DECLARATION: I want the above charity,  
òThe HoverAid Trustó, to treat all donations  
I make from the date of this declaration until  
otherwise notified, as Gift Aid donations.  

Summer 2008 
Prayer points 

Thanks to our 
fundraisers  

Richard, Andy, Andy, and 

Andy raised £450 running 

the great Edinburgh run 

Carole Allen raised over 

£1200 for the Nicaragua 

project walking the 100 miles 

of the Cotswold Way 

The Harston churches music 

evenings have raised over 

Ã1000 for HoverAidõs work in 

Madagascar. 

You can hike the three peaks, 

climb Kilimanjaro, or trek to 

the Everest Base Camp and 

fundraise for HoverAid... 

See our website for details. 


